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October4, 1996

96-224
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE:
WEIU -TV RECOGNIZED FOR EDUCATIONAL PROGRAMMING

CHARLESTON -- More than three years of hard work and dedication to preschool educational programming were recognized recently when Sesame Street PEP
and Children ' s Television Workshop awarded Eastern Illinois University's WEIU -TV,
Channel 51 , with the 1996 Ralph B. Rogers Award .
The award, also known as the " Elmo" Award in honor of a celebrated Sesame

Stree t character, w as presented to Susan Kaufman, director of education and
outreach, who accepted it on behalf of the many individuals who have worked to
establish healthy and educational television habits in the children of WEIU -TV 's
viewing area. They include Professor Jayne Ozier, director of EIU's School of Family
and Consumer Sciences' Child Care Resource and Referral Program; Jackie Schaefer
and Jackie Swango of CCR&R; John Beabout, WEIU-TV general manager; Gaye
Harrison, former publicity/promotion specialist for WEIU-TV; and Barbara Warmoth,
director of Charleston Community Day Care.
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"Sesame Street PEP and Children's Television Workshop have always relied on
the valuable resources and knowledge of early childhood experts to help extend their
programs into the community," wrote Digna Sanchez, vice president of community
education services, in a letter accompanying the award. "(WEIU's) generous support
and feedback has been a source of enlightenment and recognition that Sesame Street
PEP does indeed make a difference; not only in the Illinois area, but in the early
childhood community as well."
John Beabout noted that Sesame Street was WEIU 's first outreach program
( 1993) after becoming a PBS affiliate in 1992. Others which have followed include

Mr. Roger's Neighborhood, Shining Time Station, Magic School Bus, Wishbone and
Lambchop 'sPlay Along. The goal of outreach is to give parents, child care/day care
providers and library/school personnel ideas and support by instilling better viewing
habits into today's younger television audience.
"We want parents and other caregivers to know how important it is to read to
and with children; to view programs with them and to turn the television off and do
activities with these young viewers," Kaufman said.
Beabout reported "extremely positive" feedback in response to WEIU-TV's
efforts, which have included training and workshops for childcare providers. WEIU-TV
also publishes monthly "Ready to Learn" program guides that are available in libraries
throughout the 11 -county WEIU-TV viewing area. The guide gives viewers a program
-more-

WEIU

ADD 2/2/ 2/ 2

schedule and activity ideas complementing children's shows. Also included within the
guide are lists of suggested books, many of which are available at local libraries.
Funding for the Ready To Learn materials are provided by the Corporation for
Public Broadcasting in part from a grant from the U.S. Department of Education.
Additional funding and support are provided by various organizations and businesses
in the WEIU-TV viewing area.
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